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CHANGING WELLESLEY

Lifelong residents of the Woodlands neighborhood of Wellesley, Peter and JoAnn Jones, in the backyard garden
they have cultivated over the years. WICKED LOCAL STAFF PHOTO / KATE FLOCK

The Woodlands

Once close-knit community faces uncertain future

By Jordain Mayblunn
Jmayblum@Wickedlocal.com

he last neighbor-
_ hood Fourth of July
parade wrapped up
decades ago. The small
cape houses that once
dotted the landscape of the
Woodlands neighborhood
are continuously dwin-
dling, with a steady stream
of larger houses being built
in their stead.

“Our house was—1I
think—the second house
built in this neighborhood,”
said JoAnn Jones, who was
born JoAnn Leyland in
1952 and has lived near the
corner of Halsey Avenue
and Turner Road virtually

ever since. Her dad pur-
chased the land, like all
of the original neighbors,
when he returned from
World War II.

“The deal was the vets
were coming home,” Jones
said, “and either the vet or
his wife had to be a Wel-
lesley resident.” That was
the case for her family, and
they bought the property at
5 Halsey Ave. for $650 in
194:6. “If you didn’t build
then it went back to the
town.” _

They fulfilled the
requirement to build
on the land within one-
and-a-half years, and the
property has been in the
family for nearly 70 years

now. During that stretch,
the large forest land just
steps from their home—the
North 40—has remained
relatively untouched, save
for a period of time at the
beginning when the town
used it as a landfill.

Now, the college is look-
ing to sell the 46-acre
patch of land. The town
is a potential suitor, but
so too are developers who
could add more houses—
and, according to JoAnn
and her husband, Peter
Jones, more strain—on a
neighborhoed that’s seen
its character evolve dra-
matically in recent years.

“The people ‘in this
neighborhood came from

the same start. We all had
a common bond in the
neighborhood,” she said.
“When I run infto someone
new in the neighborhood
[now] I say, ‘OK, whose
house are you living in?"”

‘Her dad used to joke
that if her family and the
Walshes down the street
both used a toaster at the
same time a transformer
would blow. “Times have
definitely changed since
then,” she said.

JoAnn and Peter bought
the house from her dad
in 1972. They raised their
daughter there and have
no plans to leave, even as
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NORTH 40
Survey:
Leave

land

alone

By Jordan Maybium
Jmayblum@Wickedlocal.com

In what will likely be a
precursor to a larger town-
wide public opinion poll,
the North 40 Steering Com-
mittee heard the results ot
a neighborhood survey that
reiterated residents’ con-
cerns about traffic and thy
future of the forest are:: just
west of Wellesley Square.

“People don’t want any-
thing done with the land,
which I realize may not be
realistic in the context of
the town buying the land,”
Woodlands resident and
survey administrator Jack
Davis said last week. “But
that was the response so
I felt like I should report
that.”

The Woodlands neigh-
borhood, lecated close-te
Morses Pond, is bordered
by Weston, Turner; and
MacArthur roads.

According to Davis, over
half ofthe households in his
neighhorhood responded to
the survey, and the results
echoed the sentiments of
neighbors who attended a
community meeting last
month. Residents of the
Woodlands neighberhood
are worried about an influx
of traffic and the loss of
open space, he said.

Residents of both the
‘Woodlands and the Weston
Road corridor said in
the survey that they'd be
opposed to the addition of
new residential housing
on the North 40, which
owner Wellesley College
announced this spring

SEE NORTH 40, A9







